Announcement and call for papers:
“Sowing the seeds of future: The financing of tomorrow innovations”

Bergamo, Italy, 24-26 June 2015

Science, technology and innovation (STI) are crucial elements of economic development and growth.
They undoubtedly had a key role in the past, but their significance is going to dramatically increase in
the next future. As a matter of fact, these days, from different ankles and perspectives, public opinion
points to the discovery and development of new technologies
technologies as “the main solution” to many of the
challenges that the whole world faces ahead. All these decisions, strategies and investments, might be
supported by research and innovation policies,
policies, as well as a comprehensive approach in financing STI
activities, that have to be put in place in economic and institutional contexts, which are fairly more
complex than what occurred to be in the past.
The Early Career Research Conference “Sowing the seeds of future: The financing of tomorrow
innovations” intends to increase our understanding on the topic of “financing STI activities”, with
special emphasis on the most suitable policy tools and their most appropriate governance mechanisms
to alleviate in the future the existing financing barriers towards STI activities.
activities. In particular we aim at
collecting both empirical and theoretical contributions that provide new insights on the below reported
topics,, building on the available evidence on the interrelationships between different public and private
stakeholders interacting
teracting in the complex STI landscape. Papers that embrace different approaches/levels
of analysis and adopt an international perspective are especially welcomed.
Here follows a potential list of streams, by way of example:
-

Policies for the financing of breakthrough innovations.
Policies for achieving sustainable innovations in ‘grand social challenges’ in the areas of health,
hea
energy and environmental
al issues.
issues
Design and governance
overnance of policy schemes for easing financing of STI activities, including publicpublic
private collaboration arrangements in the equity and credit market.
Interdependencies between governments’ research policies and other public policies for the
financing of STI activities.
Financial markets, bank regulation and the provision of finance for R&D intensive firms.

-

Financial markets conditions and incentives for entrepreneurship.
Raising external capital for high-tech entrepreneurship: policy issues.
Crowdfunding: opportunities, challenges and critical factors.
Crowdfunding, venture capital and bank debt: complements or substitutes?
Venture capital, innovation and high-tech start-ups performance.
Innovation at a global scale: governance mechanisms across different actors.
Innovative policy tools to support the provision of finance for innovative firms and high-tech startups.
Best practices in the management and governance of public policies for the financing of high-tech
entrepreneurship and innovative firms.
Policies for the financial support of technology transfer.
University-Venture capital and the financing of academic start-ups.
Financial and growth strategies of innovative firms and high-tech start-ups.
Initial public offerings and Mergers & Acquisitions of innovative and high-tech entrepreneurial
firms.
The effects of the financial crisis on STI activities.
Innovative policy tools to finance Science and Technology.
Macro perspectives on financial markets, innovation, high-tech entrepreneurship and economic
growth.

Audience: The workshop aims to target a selected group of scholars (25-35 participants). Participation
from scholars at the Assistant Professor level, at the post-doc or at early stages of their career will be
particularly encouraged. PhD candidates at the final stage of their dissertation will also be encouraged
to attend. Selection will be based upon presentation of a full paper or an extended abstract, as well as a
CV (for PhD candidates). A selected group of delegates from companies, policy agencies (e.g. EU
Commission, government and government agencies), financial operators (e.g. banks, venture
capitalists), and public research institutions (e.g. University) will be invited to participate in order to
favour networking and exchange of ideas.

Keynote speakers:
Mariana Mazzuccato, Reginald M Phillips Professorship in the Economics of
Innovation (SPRU - Science Policy Research Unit, School of Business, Management
and Economics)
Mariana Mazzuccato (PhD) holds the prestigious RM Phillips chair in the Economics
of Innovation at SPRU in the University of Sussex. Previously she has held academic
positions at the University of Denver, London Business School, Open University,
and Bocconi University. Her research focuses on the relationship between financial
markets, innovation, and economic growth--at the company, industry and national
level. Between 2009-2012 she directed a large 3 year European Commission FP7
funded project on Finance and Innovation (FINNOV); her current project on

Financing Innovation is funded by the Institute for New Economic Thinking
(INET); and her project on Finance and Mission Oriented Investments is funded by
the Ford Foundation's Reforming Global Financial Governance initiative. Her new
book The Entrepreneurial State: debunking private vs. public sector myths (Anthem, 2013) is
on the 2013 Books of the Year list of the Financial Times.

Sponsors: Eu-SPRI Forum (http://www.euspri-forum.eu), Politecnico di Milano, Politecnico di
Torino, Università degli Studi di Bergamo.

Organizing Committee: Luca Grilli (Politecnico di Milano), Giuseppe Scellato (Politecnico di
Torino), Michele Meoli (Università di Bergamo), Silvio Vismara (Università di Bergamo).

Important dates:
28 February 2015
31 March 2015
30 April 2015
31 May 2015
24-26 June 2015

Deadline for submitting full papers or extended abstract (3,000 words)
Notification of acceptance
Deadline for confirmation and payment of conference fee
Deadline for final paper submission
Conference

Submissions: Extended abstracts should be no more than 3,000 words in length and clearly specify
the objective of the paper, its approach and results. Full‐length papers should be no more than 30
pages long, including figure and tables. Further details regarding the submission of full papers will be
provided to successful authors on acceptance. All documents are to be submitted in DOC/DOCX or
PDF format by email to Michele Meoli (michele.meoli@unibg.it).
Selected papers will be considered for publication in a special issue in a refereed journal (to be defined)
on the theme of the conference.

Conference venue: Università degli Studi di Bergamo, via Salvecchio, 19, Bergamo (Upper Town).

Conference fees: Delegates invited to present a paper will be subject to the following registration fees
(including reception, brown-bag lunches and conference dinner):
- EuSPRI members (1 delegate per paper) ............................................................................. (fee waived)
- Non-EuSPRI members ........................................................................................................... 200€
- Accompanying person to conference dinner ...................................................................... 50€

Accommodation at special discount rate: EuSPRI PhD and early career (i.e. PhD completed less
than 3 years ago) members can require accommodation in hotels near the conference venue, in which
case costs are fully covered by EuSPRI (for a maximum of 30 participants). All other participants are
advised to book their accommodations in downtown Bergamo. Conference organizers will provide a
list of hotels offering special rates.

